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Aurora Records is proud to present Night Lives, Kristine Tjogersen’s
second album on Aurora Records and the follow up to the critically
acclaimed debut album Between Trees from 2024. The release will be
available as vinyl, CD and on streaming services May 16th in 2025.
Night Lives is a co-production with the Ernst von Siemens Music
Foundation as part of the prestigious Composer Prize 2025 to Kristine
Tjegersen.

Let eardrums grow on your ribs.
Tongues on the soles of your feet.
Place your hands behind your ears.
There. Now you are ready for the night

When the sun goes down, a new world comes to life that most of us know little about. Although
we share physical space with its inhabitants, we rarely meet them, since evolution has given them
senses that we humans do not have—senses that allow them to rule the night just as we rule the
day.

Kristine Tjogersen’s Night Lives (2023) is an excursion into this shrouded world of nocturnal
creatures. Produced in a multidisciplinary collaboration with the Norwegian contemporary
music ensemble Cikada, biologist and writer Hanna Bjergaas, scenographer and performer
Ellen Jerstad, visual artist and lighting designer Evelina Dembacke, and artist and designer
Marie Payan, Night Lives offers a fantastical imagining of how bats, moths, owls, micro-
organisms, and other nighttime dwellers communicate, immersing audiences in wonders that
are beyond our human eyes and ears.

Welcome to Night Lives — to the world of those who sing in the dark and communicate on
different frequencies.

Reviews after the premiere at Ultima Festival in 2023:

It 1s difficult not to be carried away and fascinated by this all-consuming universe. Cikada plays
with unparalleled virtuosity; sustained intensity and spectacular solos.” (https://scenekunst.no)

“It unfolded as a bizarre, fantastical mix of ritual and play, Tjogersen’s imaginary fauna playing
alone, calling to each other...... the acoustic warmth of the ensemble being blanched by cool
sharpness from synthesizers...... To write about Tjogersen’s work is always to do it a disservice;
it really needs to be experienced and considering the amount of eflort it must take to put on
performances of her work, one can only hope that her bold, ambitious pieces aren’t one-off
triumphs like this but will have the opportunity to travel and be experienced by as many people
as possible.” (https://5against4.com/)



Track list

Kristine Tjogersen
Night Lives //45:02

1. Moth Molecules

//09:21
2. Beyond Violet

//03:29
3. Myotis

//10:12
4. See with Sound

//06:50
5. Bat Club

//02:40
6. Transparent Ground

//05:14

7. Mountain
of Green Stentors //07:15




The Norwegian composer Kristine Tjegersen’s work is characterized by curiosity,
imagination, humor, and precision. Her pieces for acoustic and electronic instruments, which
often take the natural world as a starting point, interweave sound, theatre, and scenography

to acquaint audiences with the wit and beauty of our planet. In collaboration with artists and
scientific researchers, Tjogersen develops music in support of the notion that astonishment lies
wherever one is willing to look. Raised in the village of Sagesund, on the southcoast of Norway;,
Tjegersen (b. 1982) began her musical studies on the clarinet, going onto complete a bachelor’s
and master’s in clarinet performance from the Norwegian Academy of Music, where she studied
with Hans Christian Brain. She then earned a master’s in composition from Anton Bruckner
Universitat, where she studied with Carola Bauckholt.

Tjegersen has produced music in close collaboration with leading chamber ensembles and
orchestras throughout Europe, including Ensemble Recherche, Klangforum Wien, Arditti
Quartet, Kronos Quartet, SWR and WDR Symphonieorchester, Rundfunk-Sinfonieorchester
Berlin, Norwegian Radio Orchestra, BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra, and the Bergen
Philharmonic Orchestra. Her music has appeared at festivals such as ECLAT, Ultraschall,
WienModern, Tectonics, Wittener Tage fiir neue Kammermusik, and Ultima. She is a recipient
of awards from numerous international institutions, including a 2019-20 Akademie der Kiinste
fellowship and Norway’s most prestigious composer award, the Arne Nordheim Prize (2020). In
2020, she was awarded Norway’s Pauline Hall Prize for Bioluminescence (2017), and in 2021
she received the Norwegian Society of Composers’s “Work of the Year” for Piano Concerto
(2019/20). Between Trees (2021) was the selected work of the 2022 International Rostrum

of Composers in Palermo and received the Coup de Coeur des Jeunes Mélomanes from the
Fondation Prince Pierre de Monaco in 2023. In 2024, she was awarded the Edvard Prize for
Pelagic Dreamscape (2023). 2025 saw Tjogersen honored with a Composer Prize from the Ernst
von Siemens Music Foundation.




Cikada has been a key player on the Nordic contemporary music scene since its formation in
1989.

Never afraid to follow its own path, the ensemble continues to renew itself through astute,
innovative programming and the ever-present desire to let audiences experience some of the
best music of our time. The ensemble performs at prestigious festivals such as Donaueschinger
Musiktage, Huddersfield Contemporary Music Festival, Wittener Tage fir Neue Kammermusik,
Warsaw Autumn, and the Ultima Festival, of which it is a founding member. Cikada has
released numerous albums for ECM, Lawo Classics, Aurora and 2L, and has appeared on
several split albums and compilations. Their oeuvre has garnered accolades such as the
Norwegian Grammy “Spellemannprisen”, the Edison Award, and the prestigious Nordic
Council’s Music Prize of 2005, in addition to several prize nominations. Cikada Ensemble is
funded by the Norwegian Arts Council and Oslo Municipality.

Christian Eggen — Conductor, Moog Opus 3 (track 7) and Objects

Anne-Karine Hauge — C Flute, Alto Flute, Bass Flute, Megaphone and Objects

Rolf Borch — Bb Clarinet, Bass Clarinet, Megaphone, Arturia Microfreak (track 6) and Objects
Bjorn Rabben — Percussion, Casio Tone M'T'100 (track 7)

Kenneth Karlsson — Arturia Microfreak (track 5), Moog Opus 3 (track 7)

Guro Asheim — Violin, Megaphone and Objects

Karin Hellgvist — Violin, Megaphone and Objects

Bendik Bjornstad Foss — Viola, Megaphone and Objects

Torun Sater Stavseng — Cello, Megaphone and Objects

Hakon Thelin — Double Bass and Objects

Additional musicians:
Kristine Tjogersen — Moog Opus 3 (track 1, 3 and 6), Arturia MicroFreak (track 1, 2 and 3) and
Objects (track 1)

Lars Skoglund — Objects (track 1)
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